
First Peoples Principles of Learning in Education

Does Not ReflectDoes Reflect

Elements of Both

Creative courses and productive activities - 
art, music, woodworking, foods, etc.

Sports

Ice fishing in Haines Junction

School calendar in Tuktoyaktuk reflecting 
the goose hunt and need for later start 
times

Cooking traditional foods (First Nations 
recipes)

Learning music - beatboxing, piano, 
trumpet, voice

Pastel art in gr. 2

Reflecting on what happened

Berry picking

Entire band experience has been a slower 
process to help learn it

Mini physics lesson on a bike trip with gr. 7 
class

Making own song and recording it with 
classmates in a school music program

Young Women in Trades program

Bison Hunt

Traditional classroom format

Regular school calendar shared everywhere 
rather than being responsive to needs of the 
local community

Daily school hours

Kumon math program

Exam week

Rigid curriculum

Gr. 5 French class

Short deadlines

High school 

Had to redo a math exam and had to learn an 
entire math course in a few days

Doing projects on topics I didn't like

Learning about computer software without trying 
it at school

After school classes (or 
online/alternative learning)

Outdoor/experiential 
programs that run within the 
regular school system (like 
SASE, WILD, MAD, etc.)
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